
until all spots  
have crusted over

chickenpox

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

conjunctivitis

48 hours from  
last episode

diarrhoea  
& vomiting

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

glandular  
fever

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

hand, foot  
& mouth

until lesions are 
crusted & healed 

or 48 hours after 
starting antibiotics

impetigo

4 days from 
onset of rash

measles or 
german measles

5 days from onset 
of swelling

mumps

until after first 
treatment

scabies

24 hours after 
starting  

antibiotics

scarlet 
fever

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

slapped 
cheek

48 hours after 
starting  

antibiotics

whooping 
cough

until they  
are recovered

flu

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

head lice

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

threadworms

no need to stay  
off school/nursery 
but staff should be 

informed.

tonsillitis

there is currently no routine testing in 
schools and nurseries. if they have tested 
positive keep them off school or nursery 

until they feel well enough to attend.

covid-19

when to keep your child off school or nursery


